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May 3, 2023 

110 mph Schedules Coming for  
Amtrak Chicago-St. Louis Corridor 

Important safety reminders 

CHICAGO – Amtrak and the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) have received federal 

approval for maximum speeds up to 110 mph for most of the Chicago-St. Louis corridor, 

primarily between the Amtrak stations in Joliet and Alton.  

This will help establish shorter schedules for the four Amtrak Lincoln Service round-trips and the 

Texas Eagle. There are no timetable changes at this time for the 10 daily Amtrak trains on the 

route.  

“Trains will continue to operate at 110 mph for several weeks without a change in schedule to 

ensure everything on the system is running properly and to monitor the actual travel time 

between stations,” said John Oimoen, IDOT Deputy Director, Rails. 

Until now, 90 mph has been the maximum authorized speed on the tracks owned by Union 

Pacific Railroad. Amtrak operates Lincoln Service and other trains under a contract with IDOT. 

“Amtrak, IDOT and the Illinois Commerce Commission work with Operation Lifesaver, an 

industry-sponsored campaign that educates persons of all ages on how to stay safe around 

railroad tracks,” said Justin Meko, Amtrak Vice President, Operational Safety. “Now is a great 

time for schools, companies, and other groups to schedule safety presentations.”  

Volunteers make the presentations and they can be requested by contacting the Illinois 

coordinator for Operation Lifesaver through the oli.org website. 

Motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists should always use caution on this important rail corridor, 

as our trains are faster than they can appear and are quieter than ever. Only use designated 

public crossings. Never disregard flashing crossing signals or go around lowered gates or 

trespass on railroad property. If there is a problem or emergency on or near railroad tracks, the 

railroad company can be contacted immediately utilizing the telephone number on the blue 

Emergency Notification Sign located at every crossing. See StayOffTheTracks.org for more.  

Special equipment, installed as part of IDOT’s Chicago to St. Louis High Speed Rail Project, 

monitors the trains and traffic control systems, alerting the train crews of any potential problems. 

https://www.amtrak.com/routes/illinois-services-train.html
https://www.amtrak.com/routes/texas-eagle-train.html
https://idot.illinois.gov/travel-information/passenger-services/AMTRAK-services/index
https://community.oli.org/state/il#about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Ff2tgOYFYQ
https://stayoffthetracks.org/content/sott/stay-off-the-tracks.html
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Additional warning signs and fencing have also been installed in select areas to encourage 

safety and deter trespassing. 

About Amtrak® 
For more than 50 years, Amtrak has connected America and modernized train travel. Offering a safe, environmentally 
efficient way to reach more than 500 destinations across 46 states and parts of Canada, Amtrak provides travelers with 
an experience that sets a new standard. Book travel, check train status, access your eTicket and more through the 
Amtrak app. Learn more at Amtrak.com and connect with us on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook and LinkedIn. 
 
About the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) 
Every day, IDOT strives to design and maintain a world class transportation system that enhances safety and the quality 
of life of its citizens and visitors by reducing congestion and increasing mobility. This system also facilitates and 
improves the inter-connectivity of all transportation modes for the efficient movement of people and goods to support 
the state’s national and global competitiveness. Additional information regarding the entire Chicago to St. Louis High 
Speed Rail Project, as well as an opportunity to submit a question/comment, can be found at www.idothsr.org. 
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